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Instructions:

1. Read Spinning World History, chapters 21 - 41, by Eric Burnett.

2. After each chapter, answer the following questions in one or two sentences.

3. Bring the completed questions to school the first day of class.

4. Students who do not complete the summer reading and assignment will be dropped from AP World History and 

reassigned to another history class the first week of school. 


Chapter 21 – Europe Reopens its Eyes  
1.What factors made it possible for humanism to flourish in southern Europe?


2.What were the major accomplishments during the Age of Exploration?


3.Why is the Renaissance seen as a golden age in Europe’s history?


4.To what extent was Martin Luther responsible for the Protestant Reformation?


Chapter 22 – The Century of Death 
1.How did the Columbian Exchange impact the involved continents?

2.How did the Protestant Reformation impact Europe?



Chapter 23 – The Cannon and the Crescent 
1.What were the artistic contributions of the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires?

2.Why were the gunpowder empires successful militarily?

3.What changing role did religion play in the gunpowder empires?

Chapter 24 - Chinese Expansion and Withdrawal 
1.To what extent did the Ming Dynasty improve life in China?

2.What role did Zheng He play in China’s history?

3.How did the Yuan Dynasty alter life in China?

Chapter 25 – Leave Us Alone 
1.What steps needed to be taken for the islands of Japan to unify?



2.How did the Tokugawa Shogunate alter how life was governed?

3.What types of entertainment prominent during the Tokugawa Era continue in Japan today?

4.What was Japan’s relationship with Europe during the Tokugawa Era?

Chapter 26 - Goodbye to the Old World 
1.How did the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment alter how Europeans understood their world?

2.What were the major scientific understandings discovered and/or documented during the Scientific Revolution?

3.What elements of the Enlightenment can still be seen today in American society?

Chapter 27 – The Beast of the East 
1.What role did the Mongols play in Russia’s development?

2.To what extent was Russia a carbon copy of European dynasticism?



3.Why did Peter and Catherine become known as “the great”?

Chapter 28 – The Documents Heard ‘Round the World 
1.What were the long and short term causes of the American Revolution?

2.To what extent have America’s founding documents become the foundation of societies around the world today?

3.What were the challenges the Founding Fathers faced when forging a new nation?

Chapter 29– You Say You Want a Revolution? 
1.What were the short and long term causes of the French Revolution?

2.What were the major phases of the French Revolution and how was each a step forward or a step backward?

3.What role did Napoleon Bonaparte play in transforming both France and then the whole of continental Europe?

Chapter 30 – Latin America Stands On Its Own 
1.How did society of colonial Latin America differ from that of the colonial North America?



2.What were the major turning points in Mexico’s independence movement?

3.Why was Brazil’s independence movement more successful than that for Gran Columbia?

Chapter 31 – Man and His Machines 
1.Why did the Industrial Revolution start in England?

2.What were the major turning points in the Industrial Revolution?

3.What were the impacts of the Industrial Revolution?

4.Why is the Industrial Revolution seen as man’s most remarkable achievement?

Chapter 32 – Europe Takes Over the World 
1.Why did Europeans feel entitled to conquer the rest of the world?

2.To what extent did European imperialism advance the lives of the peoples it touched?



3.Why were Europeans able to conquer the rest of the world with such relative ease?

Chapter 33 – The Last Emperor 
1.How did the Opium Wars impact China domestically and internationally?

2.What events transpired in the late 19th/early 20th century that demonstrated that the Ming Dynasty had lost the 
Mandate of Heaven?

Chapter 34 – An Island on Overdrive 
1.Why did Japan “open” itself to Western trade?

2.Why was Japan able to industrialize far faster than did Europe?

Chapter 35 – Taking Stock of Our Progress 
1.What roles did non-governmental institutions and individuals play in advancing society?

2.How did the daily life of someone living in the early 20th century differ from that of someone living during the 
early 19th century?



Chapter 36– The War to End All Wars 
1.What were the causes of World War I?

2.What was life like for the soldiers fighting during World War I?

3.How did World War impact civilians?

Chapter 37 – Roaring into Chaos 
1.To what extent were the 1920s a decade of contradictions?

2.What were the major turning points in the Russian Revolution?

3.Why were western peoples attracted to Fascism?

4.What were the causes of the Great Depression?

5.How did nations attempt to pull themselves out of the Great Depression?

Chapter 38 – Countdown to Horror 
1.What factors led to Germany and Japan instigating World War II?



2.What events in the early phases of World War II signaled that this war would be unlike any other ever fought by 
man?

3.To what extent did civilians welcome the aggressive policies of Germany and Japan?

Chapter 39- The Just War 

1.Why were the Germans able to so quickly conquer Western Europe?

2.What were the major strategic military blunders of Adolph Hitler?

3.Why was World War II considered a “total war”?

4.What strategies did the United States employ for ending the war in the Pacific?

5.To what extent did World War II symbolize mankind’s achievements/weaknesses?

Chapter 40 – Farewell to the Ages of Empires 
1.What were the major turning points in the Chinese Revolution?



2.What strategies did nations employ to escape the authority of Western powers?

3.What events made possible the independence movements of the late 20th century?

4.What were the major turning points in India’s Independence movement?

Chapter 41 – Avoiding Armageddon 
1.To what extent was the Cold War caused by choices made during World War II?

2.What events brought the world closest to World War III?

3.How did the Cold War advance human civilization?

4.What factors led to the end of the Cold War?

5.How did the Cold War impact the daily lives of civilians?
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